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Curriculum Policy 

 
To be read in conjunction with Snowflake School Assessment Policy, teaching and learning policy and 
Snowflake school Marking Policy 
 
Snowflake School uses an individually centred approach to learning with the aim of increasing 
communication and independence through scientific analysis to enable all within its care to flourish. 
 
 Our Vision 
Snowflake School for pupils with autism is founded on the scientific principles of Applied Behaviour 
Analysis (ABA) using Verbal Behaviour (VB) techniques.  It is recognised that all pupils should have 
access to a broad and balanced curriculum with due regard for their chronological age.  It is accepted that 
all pupils need to work at a stage appropriate to their understanding and at a pace that suits their 
individual special educational needs. 
 
Our Values 
We aim to improve the value of family life for our pupils by being: 
 

 Safe 
 Understanding 
 Patient 
 Enthusiastic 
 Respectful 

 
Our Aims 
 

 To ensure that all pupils have an equal right to access all parts of the curriculum at a stage that is 
relative to their development 

 
 To promote the spiritual, moral, cultural and physical development of all pupils 

 
 To use scientifically proven behavioural interventions on a 1:1 adult/pupil basis and in small 

groups targeted at clearly defined goals for each individual pupil, ensuring progression, continuity 
and coherence in learning 

 
 To enable each pupil to become as independent a citizen as possible 

 
 To actively promote and increase public understanding of all those interested or involved in 

education within the school community 
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Our Curriculum 
Snowflake School has high aspirations for its pupils.  It will seek, through the curriculum, to broaden the 
experiences, knowledge, ability to communicate, confidence and independence of each student.  The VB-
MAPP is our primary assessment tool and guides the development of each pupil’s individual program. 
Pupils will work in each area of learning at a level that best suits their ability.  
 
The National Curriculum will inform the programmes of study for each pupils, building on acquired 
knowledge, maintaining a broad and balanced and sequential approach which is relevant and engaging 
 
Each pupil will have an individually tailored curriculum based upon their VB-MAPP assessment, IEP and 
aligned to the ISS curriculum areas.  Pupils will be taught individually, in groups, in the community and, 
where appropriate, in conjunction with other schools.   
 
The curriculum will embrace all areas of academic and social learning with communication and verbal 
behaviour teaching at its core, ensuring  functional teaching and generalisation of learning in a range of 
teaching and learning environments.. It will also address the personal, social and health development of 
each individual as a matter of priority. The curriculum will be delivered through Applied Behavioural 
Analysis, using Skinners analysis of Verbal Behaviours. 
 
Independent  Special School Standards 
 
Linguistic: this area is concerned with developing a pupil’s social  communication and interaction skills 
and increasing their command of language through listening, speaking, reading and writing. primarily be 
developed in English. Some of our pupils find it very difficult to communicate via the spoken and written 
language and use alternative approaches, e.g. signing, PECS, AAC. Key in the development of their 
communication skills is collaborative work with our Speech & Language therapist, which is reinforced 
throughout the day. 
 
Mathematical: this area helps pupils to make calculations, to understand and appreciate relationships 
and patterns in number and space, to develop their capacity to think logically and express themselves 
clearly. Their knowledge and understanding of mathematics is developed through practical activity, 
exploration and discussion. 
 
Scientific: this area is concerned with increasing a pupil’s knowledge and understanding of living things, 
materials and physical processes and with developing the skills associated with science as a process of 
enquiry; for example, observing, forming hypotheses,  conducting experiments and recording  findings.   
 
Technological: this area includes: the use of ICT; food technology and design and technology. 
 
Human and social: this area is concerned with people and how they live, with their relationships, their 
environment and how human action, now and in the past, has influenced events and conditions, through 
historical and geographical inquiry. 
 
Physical: this area aims to develop a pupil’s physical control and coordination, and  help them to 
evaluate and improve their performance. Pupils should also acquire knowledge and understanding of the 
basic principles of fitness and health. Activities including playground, yoga and Occupational Therapy 
support weekly  physical education (PE) lessons. Our Occupational Therapist ensures that every pupil 
has an individualised programme, including a sensory diet which is implemented on a daily basis. 
 
Aesthetic and creative: this area is concerned with developing a pupil’s capacity to respond emotionally 
and intellectually to sensory experience and to appreciate beauty and fitness for purpose. It involves the 
exploration and understanding of feelings and the processes of making, composing and inventing. There 
are aesthetic and creative aspects of all subjects, but some, including art, music and dance make a 
particularly strong contribution because they call for personal, imaginative and creative responses. 
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Future Paths: Throughout the learning day at Snowflake School, staff focus on developing the pupil’s 
ability to make choices and develop independent living skills. As pupils move into key stage three and 
eventually into key stage four individualised pathways are discussed, at least annually, with parents and 
Local Authorities. This planning helps pupils to develop self-awareness and to be supported in exploring 
realistic future options. 
 
Assessment and how it fits into the curriculum 
 

 A pupil’s progress will be assessed against VB-MAPP (The Verbal Behaviour Milestones 
Assessment and Placement Program) criteria on entry to school.   

 
 Progress against national criteria (P scales, B Squared, National Curriculum) are updated termly 

and will be reported in the end of year report and also in the pupil’s Annual Review. 
 
 

 Daily records will be maintained to track each pupil’s progress and programmes will be modified 
by reinforcement, prompt level or complexity.  
 

 All pupils will have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that will address their specific educational 
and welfare needs.  These IEPs will be reviewed termly in consultation with staff, other 
professionals and parents.  The progress will be reviewed yearly at the Annual Review to which 
staff, other professionals, parents and the student’s Local Education Authority will be invited. This 
will include Speech & Language and Occupational Therapy if these are included in the 
Educational Health Care Plan of the pupil. 
 

 Targets for the IEP are taken from the VBMAPP, EFL criteria as well as core national curriculum,  
and include group skills, social skills and transitions. Each individualised curriculum is built 
around these targets, tracked and recorded and reported at least termly. As well as National 
Curriculum study, pupils also follow accredited courses such as ASDAN 
 

All pupils access group work in PE, Music, and daily circle time. Some pupils also access additional group 
teaching in English, Maths, Science and Art. Where pupils cannot yet access group teaching, they have 
group skills targets within their IEP and will be taught individually 1:1. 
 
The curriculum promotes Snowflake values alongside fundamental British values of : 

 
 Democracy 
 The rule of law 
 Individual liberty 
 Mutual respect 
 Tolerance of others 

 
These values promote independence and seek to support the pupils to be prepared for and able to 
contribute usefully, within the diverse community in which we all belong. 
 
Resources 
 
Snowflake is a small environment which is well resourced to meet all curriculum requirements. We also 
make use of the local community in terms of; parks, swimming pool, local schools and shops. We try to 
ensure that our pupils have the facilities to enable them to thrive physically, socially, emotionally and 
academically alongside developing their independence both in the school and out in the community. 
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